THOUGHTS AND FANCIES
its course and have been exposed. Some new
major issue may arise and sweep aside all other
quarrels. In short, in one way or another, we
may be saved from ourselves by Providence or
chance. But, on the other hand, we may not.
The risk is there. It could hardly be graver.
Before long it will be imminent, and it is a marvel
to me how patriotic statesmen should be willing
with seeming complacency to take it.
Happily there is still time. The Government,
indeed, are accumulating their commitments
and will say that nothing more can be fitted in ;
but to fill up your engagement book in advance
is an easy means for die evasion of a distasteful
task, and in practice some entries can always be
cancelled. Moreover, no complicated legislation
is needed at the moment. It is true that no per-
manent settlement of the issue involved is
possible until a new Second Chamber is created,
representing the constant as against the ephemeral
temper of the country, and able to defend the
national tradition from assault, whether from
right or left. The immediate task, however, is
to save the country from the risk of despotic
government by a faction in 1936, and this
requires not so much time as decision and
resolution. I have no wish to see the break-up
of the present Administration, but if they
camiot agree upon their duty, the confidence
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